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School Council Elections
The new School Council for 2020 is as follows:

Parent Member category—Cindy Sheahan (President), Lisa-Ann Moor, Nikki Pyszkowski, Amy Carey, Dianna Baxter,
Kath Caldow, Paul Broughan and Shelley Patone (Vice-President)
DET Member category—Rachel Russell, Margot Craig (Minute Secretary), Leanne Halden (Treasurer), Jennifer
McKillop and Chris McCallum (Executive Officer).
Community Member category—Philippa Schapper, Kaye Bernhardt
Chris McCallum

Design an Outdoor Cooking Area
School Council is looking for design ideas from parents for an outdoor cooking / barbecue / eating area in the
school grounds. The preferred site is near the doors to the kitchen where there is already brick work that housed
and old barbecue. We can use this brick work or start completely from scratch.
If you have any ideas just drop in your design and School Council will take a look.
Council is in the process of improving the school grounds through the design and construction of the Sensory Garden, the new playground and an all-abilities play area near the infant area at the eastern side of the school. All of
these projects are planned to be completed by the end of the school year, including the new cooking and eating
area.
Forthcoming Events:
March 27 — End of Term 1 (2.20pm dismissal)
April 14 — First Day of term 2 (Tuesday)

Cancelled and Postponed Events:
The YEMP Program (year 6)
Year 6 Leadership Program ( March 20th)
Interschool Athletic Sports (March 27th)
School Camp for years 4—6 (June 9th—12th)

Students of the Week—Well Being

Sports Awards

Kooper Reid, Lachlan Moor, Stefanie Daniel,
Kyah Connell, Faith Shaw and Ella Schram

Brody Cooper-Tinkler, Taylah Hutchins
and Ryan Daniel

Tel: (03) 5866 2677

Email: nathalia.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

To the Parents and Families of Nathalia Primary School
As you may be aware, the World Health Organisation declared the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) a pandemic
reflecting widespread increasing transmission of the virus globally.
The situation with the virus and its potential to impact on our community is changing rapidly. I have been notified by
the Education Department to plan for the possible closure of the school, but at this stage, the school will remain
open through until the scheduled end of term on the 27th of March.
The school has not been notified of any members of staff or any student as having the symptoms of coronavirus.
The community has been made aware of the potential for transmission of the virus in mass gatherings. It is for this
reason that we have cancelled the proposed Year 6 Leadership Conference in Melbourne planned for this Friday. I
realise this is disappointing but the move has been made in the interests of the health and safety of the students
and staff.
The interschool athletic sports that were scheduled for the 27th of March will be postponed until term three. The
school is planning to have our own athletic sports on the last day of term and details of this will be made available
to families soon.
The YEMP program for grade 6 students has been cancelled.
The Year 4—6 school camp to Canberra has also been cancelled on the order of the Education Department.
Please take care when talking to the children about coronavirus and its potential implications. It isn’t something that
children should worry about and some tend to over catastrophise things that they hear adults talking about.
The health and safety of our school community is paramount and I will always put the interests of the child at the
forefront. There is no reason for any child to be absent from school because of coronavirus fears at this stage.
Having said that, parents should not send their children to school if they are feeling unwell. Members of staff who
are unwell must also stay home. The Premier, Mr Andrews, has also said that parents are welcome to keep their
children at home if they would like them isolated from others in the school community at this time.
The Prime Minister’s suggestion of “social distancing”, that is everyone keeping 1.5 metres apart, is not a realistic
proposition in a school setting where kids are always touching and playing with one another.
I will be following the advice of the Education Department and relaying that information to families as it comes to
hand.
All the best,
Chris McCallum - Principal

Parents Club
The Parents Club Annual General Meeting was held last Friday. Amy Carey is the new President of Parents Club with
Lisa-Ann Moor Vice President. Stacey Anderson in the Secretary and Leanne Halden is the Treasurer.
It was great to see so many parents at the meeting and we look forward to Parents Club being a vibrant, active and
friendly environment for parents to meet and enjoy one another’s company. Everyone is welcome!
The younger children enjoyed the tabloid sports organised by the grade 5-6
students. The children worked their way through eight different imaginative
exercise stations to further develop their catching and throwing skills.

Nathalia Primary School has welcomed one
of our former students Emily Bell to the staff
for work experience. Emily is working with
Mrs Russell in the grade four classroom.

