
June 1st, 2022 

Nathalia Primary School Newsletter 

This week’s Newsletter has been written by the students in Grade 5 - 6 McKillop 

Celebrating 150 Years of State Education 

On Wednesday the 1st of June, Nathalia Primary School celebrated the 150-year anniversary of the Education Act 

of 1872, which is an act that went through the parliament of Victoria on the 17th of December.  

The Argus (an Australian daily morning newspaper) then reported the next day on the close of the Parliamentary 

session. The Education Act of 1878 determined that state schools would be compulsory, secular and free for all 

Victorian children. 

By Harrison Halden and Olivia Barker 

History of Nathalia  

Nathalia and District takes in the traditional land occupied by the Yorta Yorta people.  The Yorta Yorta Nation is 

comprised of 8 different clan groups. 

Charles Sturt was the first European to explore the area in 1838. He followed the Murray River downstream past 

its junction with the Goulburn River. Squatters soon followed, and in 1843 squatter W.J. Locke established Kotup-

na Station on the future site of Nathalia. This was divided in two in 1861, then broken up for selection in 1869, 

despite the resistance of the squatters. 

One of the selectors, Richard Blake, took up land on 

the future site of Nathalia in 1875, and established a 

sawmill in 1876 and a flour mill in 1877. A regular 

coach service began in 1877, and a village was           

established by 1878, when the first hotel was licensed. 

The first post office, Barwo state school and Wesleyan 

Church also opened in 1878. By 1879 there were about 

150 people living on either side of the Broken Creek. 

The origin of the name Nathalia is unclear, and the 

name ‘Barwo’ was widely used, until Nathalia gained 

formality during gazettal in 1880. 

Barwo State School (established in 1878) was renamed 

Nathalia State School in 1880.  

By Rayan Warrun 

Pictured right: Pedro and Doutzen dressed up in        

costume to commemorate 150 Years of State            

Education. 

 



New Shelter 

Our new school shelter was started in early May and 

was finished at the end of May, thanks to Croxford 

Building Services. The DET helped us by funding for the 

shade structure. It was finished last Friday and we are all 

so glad.   We thought it was a good idea that way       

students have some where to relax and if it was a hot 

day, sit in the shade to cool down.  

So, we thank Croxford Building Services for building us 

the new shelter.                 Thank you - Charlie Creati  

Open Day 

Wednesday last week there was an open day.   

Ava Bourke, Oliva Barker and Brody Cooper-Tinkler all helped take the tours. We 

checked out all the classrooms around the school. At the start there was a slide show 

and questions answered. 

By Brody Cooper-Tinkler  

 

Physical Education 
 
Hello parents or guardians. I shall have you know that this term’s P.E sessions have been phenomenal. Every    

Monday we have a visitor come to our school and his name is Adam. He runs the soccer clinic that is currently   

happening.  

All of the classes get the opportunity of participating in this event Two of them at a time go out to the oval. Each of 

the classes will soon get split up. One goes to the skills and training side, and the other side plays games.  

After approximately 15 minutes both 

of the classes will rotate around      

leaving both sides with 15 minutes still 

to train or play. Each session takes 30 

minutes long. 

That’s not a lot of time if you tell me 

but it is enough time to learn         

something new.  

By Blayde Wiki-King 

 

 

 



Physical Education 

Everyone had fun playing competitively against each other in bowling trying their hardest to win all games. We 

have done soccer clinic for two weeks or more and we played a few games of soccer and practised keeping control 

of the ball and tried not to lose it.  Overall everyone has had fun and everyone likes PE. 

By Ryder Holcombe and Tyrell James 

School Beanies for Sale 

We have school shirts, pants, jumpers and now we have beanies. We sell them at school for $16 and you can buy 

them at Blake Street trading. They are warm, comfortable and stylish. If you would like one for your child go buy 

one.      

By Charlie Creati    

Winter 

Today is a cold start to winter being only 10 degrees Celsius. Along with the cold wind this winter is going to be 

cold, sending shivers down your spine.  

You’ll need a jumper, some gloves and a warm beanie. Buckle up because this winter is going to be freezing. It's 

been a long day of coldness and lots of rain is coming this month.  

By Haylee Brereton and Jasmine Jones    

School Photos 

Thursday the 2nd of June is a school photos day. So, make sure to wear full clean school uniform. if you didn’t bring 

back the form your child will still be required to take the class photo. 

By Ivy Patone 

NOTE: A catch up session has been booked for next Thursday 9th June, from 8.30am, for any children who were 

unable to attend school on the 2nd for their school photos. 



 Secondary College Open Day                                   

Last week on Wednesday the grade sixes went to the Nathalia Secondary       

College for their Open Day to have a tour of the school. 

We got  split into two groups. The groups  went around the school to look at 

where woodwork and art are and   other activities and what you do in them. 

They also showed us what grade levels some of the lockers are for. 

 Before we left they gave us a muffin and a bag with a pen and sticker in it. 

 By Mason Hatton 

Winter Sports 

Last week on Friday the grade 5 and 6s went down to the Netball and Football grounds to 

play against Cobram in football and netball. 

The scores in football were Cobram 63 to Nathalia 21. Cobram won by 42 points in the foot-

ball. 

The scores for netball were 15 goals to Nathalia but Cobram won by 3 goals with 18. 

But everyone had a really good try. 

By Lilly Peachey and Molly Caldow 

 

Dress Up Like it is 1872 Day 

Today the kids and teachers of Nathalia Primary School 

dressed up for the 150-year anniversary of the Education 

Act. They dressed up as if they were here 150 years ago. 

Not all students dressed up but the ones that did looked 

fantastic. Some even brought props. Paulie brought a 

cobweb brush that a chimney sweep might have used. He 

wore the clothes as if he worked there too. Some chil-

dren wore similar clothing. 

By  Rylen Lynch 

Pictured left are Morrison, John and Morgan looking   

fantastic in their costumes. 

 



Rapid Antigen Testing—Revised Protocols 

Dear parents, carers and guardians, 

I am writing to let you know about changes to the provision of Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) in our school 
for the remainder of Term 2. 

RATs will continue to be distributed to you as they have been throughout this school year for the           
remainder of this term. 

However, from Monday 23 May 2022, students will no longer be recommended to undertake either twice 
weekly RATs in mainstream schools or 5 days a week in specialist schools. 

RATs however will continue to be required by students who are household contacts to attend school (5 
negative tests over a 7 day period) or who have symptoms. 

The ongoing supply of RATs to families in our school will ensure that parents and carers will have them 
should they need them if their child is a household contact or has symptoms.  

Families must continue to notify the Department of Health and the school if their child returns a positive 
RAT result. Additionally, you should inform us if any of your children are household contacts. 

Thank you also to all families who has got their child vaccinated. Vaccination continues to remain the best 
way to protect students and staff in our school.  

Getting vaccinated is easy and bookings can be done via the coronavirus website. If you have any       
questions about the vaccines, I encourage you to speak to your GP or a health practitioner.  

Thank you again for your ongoing cooperation and support during this time. 

Chris McCallum—Principal 

Nathalia Primary School  

Forthcoming Events: 

Thursday June 2nd — School Photos 

Friday June 3rd — Interschool sport at Strathmerton 

Thursday June 9th — School Photo CATCH UP MORNING from 8.30am 

Monday June 13th — Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  

Tuesday June 14th — Questacon Science Show 

Thursday June 16th — AFL Clinic 

Thursday June 23rd — Winter Sports against St Francis 

Friday June 24th — End of Term 2 (2.20pm finish) 

Lost Property 

As of winter coming soon your child will most likely need a school 

jumper. Most kids already have a school jumper but not at home 

at school in the lost property box. When you get a school jumper 

write your child’s name on the tag located on the collar, and    

collect your school jumper in the lost and found box in the office. 

By Ivy Patone 

https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/

