Nathalia Primary School Newsletter
May 13th 2020
Returning to School
Parents and Carers will probably be aware that the Premier, Daniel Andrews, has announced the process for
students to return to on-site learning. This is fantastic news for our school community, knowing that all of our
children are returning to school before the end of term 2. A detailed letter regarding returning to school is
attached to this newsletter. The important dates to remember are:
Monday May 25th—Pupil Free Day
Tuesday May 26th—Prep—Year 3 children return to school
Tuesday June 9th—Years 4 , 5 and 6 return to school (June 8 is a public holiday for everyone)
The school has made the decision to include year 3 students in the first round of school returns because of the
year 2—3 grade structure that operates at the school.
Remote learning packs will be distributed to year 4, 5 and 6 students next week. These can be collected by families
from 2.30pm next Thursday at the school gate at the Robertson St entrance.
Parents and carers are not permitted to enter the school gates and are asked to drop off or meet their children at
the school perimeter. Children are not required to observe social distance practices at school but adults must.
All children will have their temperatures taken during the school day using a forehead thermometer. If their body
temperature is at or over 38 degrees Celsius they must be collected by a parent or carer and taken home.
Children must bring a drink bottle to school and this can be refilled during the day. The bubbler taps will be taped
off and will not be available for use.
The process for students who cannot be supervised at home remains the same and applications for on-site
learning must be returned to school by the preceding Wednesday to enable the school to provide appropriate
staffing levels. These forms have already been distributed to the relevant families for next week.
All Nathalia Primary School staff will be returning to school on May 25th and we’re looking forward to the seeing
our school community return to normal practice as soon as possible. I appreciate the effort of all families, teachers
and staff for the work they have done during these challenging times. Keeping our children safe is always the
school’s top priority and together we will continue to work to achieve this goal.

Students of the Week
Congratulations to Jack Wilson, Blair Watson, Ryan Daniel, Riley Daniel, Duane Shaw, Femke Wijmenga (no photo),
Azrael Pyers, Taylah Hutchins, Rylen Lynch

Tel: (03) 5866 2677

Email: nathalia.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Remote Learning with
Nathalia Primary School

Tel: (03) 5866 2677

Email: nathalia.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

P O Box 5
NATHALIA VIC 3638
Phone: 03 5866 2677
Fax: 03 5866 2749
E-mail: nathalia.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

13/05/2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning.
Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that schools can
begin a phased return to on-site schooling.
In the first stage, Nathalia Primary School students in Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3 will return to
school from Tuesday 26 May.
To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day.
In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return to school from
Tuesday 9 June.
For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of
on-site schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June.
The current process that we are using to enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for
which on-site schooling is required will continue for this two-week period.
All other students in these grades and year levels will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June.
Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you
choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site schooling, we can
no longer support their learning from home.
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families,
please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan.
This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria.
To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced
cleaning routine and will encourage frequent hand washing.
If you child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical
advice.
While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing
at school, there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health
advice. This will apply until further notice. I will provide more detail about our local school context as soon
as possible, but it is important to note that changes will include:
 restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students;
 the way we conduct parent-teacher meetings and interviews

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and
learning. I can assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available
to our state.
More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the
Department’s website, which will continue to be updated:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. We look forward to welcoming our
students back to the classroom.
Yours sincerely,

Chris McCallum - Principal

FOUNDATION 2021
ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN
Pick up your enrolment
packs today

Nathalia Primary School values
family engagement, fosters
community connection, and
nurtures the whole child to thrive,
learn and grow.
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