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Nathalia Primary School Newsletter 

Staff Changes for 2023 

Nathalia Primary School will have several staff changes in 2023. Debbie Inglis will be on leave from the end of this 

year leading to her retirement later in the year. Chris McCallum will also be taking leave from early 2023. Joanna 

Holland will be leaving Nathalia and heading back to Grahamvale PS where we recruited her from.  

Troy Woolley will be the acting principal at Nathalia Primary School for the first two terms of 2023. Troy is          

currently the principal of Dookie Primary School and brings a great deal of experience to our school.  

The school has also recruited teacher Ashlea Baker who will primarily work in the area of student engagement and 

wellbeing. Ashlea is a wonderful addition to our teaching staff. 

New to our teaching staff, but not new to Nathalia PS, is Alana Zammit. Alana has been studying part-time for her 

teaching degree and has a Victorian Institute of Teaching application for permission to teach status pending.  

To further bolster the school’s student welfare team, we have employed two education support personnel. Dee 

Palmer and Chris Rodriquez will both work three days per week at Nathalia in the area of student wellbeing. 

I’m sure the school community will welcome our new staff and benefit from the skills they will bring to the school. 

Grade Structure and Teachers for 2023 

 P—1 Sharon Sheedy, P – 1 Alan Zammit, P—1 Michaela Duncan 

2—3 Rachel Russell / Ashlea Baker, 2—3 Aaron Johnson 

4 – 5 Aviva Lindsay, 5—6 Jennifer McKillop 

Student Welfare – Ashlea Baker, Art/Craft & Performing Arts – Kate Willcock 

Education Support: Bernadette Kelly, Michelle Begley, Dee Palmer, Chris Rodriquez 

Business Manager: Leanne Halden, Library: Sue Flanner 

Ms Inglis is leaving  

After a long and rewarding career in teaching, Debbie Inglis is retiring, effectively at the 

end of this school year. Ms Inglis began teaching in 1981 and transferred to Nathalia 

Primary School in 1989 where she has taught ever since.  

At this school Deb has fulfilled a multitude of roles including as a classroom teacher for 

many years, the literacy intervention teacher, the science specialist teacher and the 

acting principal of the school. In every role Deb has presented and shared her             

professional knowledge and dedication to teaching. The student academic outcomes 

she has achieved over many years are outstanding and a credit to her. 

Deb is respected for the care and compassion she has shown to every child over such a long career. This caring for 

others approach that she has for children is also appreciated by her colleagues, as Deb is always the first to offer 

her help to other members of staff in any way possible.  

Ms Inglis has had a positive influence on hundreds of Nathalia Primary School students over the past thirty-five 

years. Her devotion to the Nathalia community over that time is truly remarkable and appreciated by everyone. 



Forthcoming Events: 

Friday January 27th 2023 - Staff return to school 

Monday January 30th 2023 - First day of school for all students 

 Thursday February 9th 2023 - Swimming Program begins 

Chris McCallum will be On Leave in 2023 

From the beginning of the 2023 school year, the acting principal of Nathalia Primary School will 

be Troy Woolley while I will be on Long Service Leave. It is my intention to retire at the end of my 

leave and that will trigger the ongoing principal vacancy at the school. 

I began as principal at Nathalia Primary School in April 2015 after transferring from Katunga PS, 

having been principal there for 15 years.  

My time here at Nathalia as principal has been extremely rewarding and the highlight of my forty 

year teaching career. The school has gone from an enrolment of 85 students in 2015 to close to 

140 students at the start of next year. This is an indication of the trust parents have put in the school to nurture 

and educate their children. It has been an honour to be given that responsibility. 

I would like to acknowledge the teachers and support staff at the school for the outstanding commitment they 

have shown to this school community. There professionalism and compassion to their work is remarkable and  

benefits every child. We have a wonderful staff at this school that is second to none and I have appreciated their 

work during my time as principal of the school.  

I have also appreciated interactions with the parents of the children who are in our care. The overwhelming       

majority of parents approach and engage with the teachers respectfully and with an awareness that the teachers 

share the same goal, that is the wellbeing of their children.  

The School Council and Parents Club at the school are inclusive of everyone and they too have worked really hard 

for the benefit of every child at the school. Continual school improvement is their ongoing goal. 

Most importantly, I would like to thank every child that has gone through the school during my time here. They all 

begin from a different starting point in Prep and I am so proud of what they achieve by graduation in grade 6.    

Educational growth is not linear and some children take longer than others to gain an understanding of new      

concepts, but they all have the capacity to achieve success in life. I  really get a kick from meeting former students 

and hearing about how well they are doing in their lives post school.  

My wife Sue and I moved to Nathalia in 1987 and we have both taught in and around Nathalia since that time. Both 

of our children attended this school and continue to have fond memories of their time here. This is a fantastic 

school with dedicated teachers remarkable students. I’m very proud of Nathalia Primary School and the part we 

have played in the Nathalia community. 

I wish every family in our school community a merry Christmas and a wonderful 2023. Sue and I are particularly 

excited about the imminent arrival of our third grand child and a fourth by Easter.  I look forward to hearing about 

the successes of our students over many years to come. 

Chris McCallum—Principal Nathalia Primary School   

Go Tigers!  

This photo from 2017 

is so much better 

than the current one! 


